
Before t h e  Board of Zoning Adjustment, D . C .  

PUBLIC HEARING - J u l y  15,  1970 

Appeal No. 10468 George Washington Un ive r s i t y ,  a p p e l l a n t .  

THE Z O N I N G  ADMINISTRATOR OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA,  a p p e l l e e .  

On motion duly made, seconded and unanimously c a r r i e d ,  
t h e  fo l lowing  Order of t h e  Board was en te red  a t  t h e  meeting of 
August 18,  1970. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF ORDER - Sep t .  1 0 ,  1970 

ORDERED : 

T h a t  t h e  appea l  f o r  permiss ion t o  e r e c t  Basic  Science 
Bui ld ing  and Medical L ibra ry  Bui ld ing  w i t h  roof  s t r u c t u r e s  i n  
accordance w i t h  S e c t i o n  3308 and v a r i a n c e  from t h e  p rov i s ions  
of Sec t ion  3308.22 t o  permi t  a f l o o r  a r e a  r a t i o  of 0.48 a t  
2300 Eye S t r e e t ,  NW.,  Lot 40 ,  Square 4 1 ,  be g ran ted .  

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

1. The s u b j e c t  p rope r ty  i s  loca t ed  i n  a n  R-5-C D i s t r i c t .  

2 .  The s u b j e c t  p rope r ty  i s  p r e s e n t l y  be ing  used as a 
park ing  l o t  under C e r t i f i c a t e  of Occupancy B-61185. 

3 .  Appel lant  proposes t o  c o n s t r u c t  a seven ( 7 )  s t o r y  
Basic  Science and t h r e e  ( 3 )  s t o r y  Medical L i b r a r y  Bu i ld ings .  

4.  The a r e a  of a p p e l l a n t ' s  l o t  i s  87,150 square  f e e t  and 
t h e  a r e a  of t h e  proposed s t r u c t u r e  i s  370,258 square  f e e t .  

5.  The t o t a l  a r e a  of t h e  roof  s t r u c t u r e  i s  30,431 square  
f e e t  and t h e  f l o o r  a r e a  r a t i o  wi thout  roof  s t r u c t u r e  i s  4.25. 
The f l o o r  a r e a  r a t i o  of t h e  roof  s t r u c t u r e  i s  0.48. 

6 .  The penthouse w i l l  house mechanical  equipment, stairway, 
wi th  e l e v a t o r  and w i l l  be  cons t ruc t ed  of t e x t u r e d  conc re t e  wi th  
v e r t i c a l  s t r i a t i o n s  and smooth cement b lock  - both  l i g h t  brown 
i n  c o l o r .  
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7 .  The material and c o l o r  of t h e  s t r e e t  f a c a d e  w i l l  be  
t e x t u r e d  c o n c r e t e  w i t h  v e r t i c a l  s t r i a t i o n s  and smooth 
cement b l o c k  - b o t h  l i g h t  brown i n  c o l o r .  

8 .  The a p p e a l  f o r  t h e  r o o f  s t r u c t u r e  i s  g r a n t e d  under  
p l a n s  by Mills, P e t t i c o r d  and Mills, A r c h i t e c t s ,  drawings 
A-19 th rough  A-23, A-3L, A - 4 ~ ,  C-3, C-lL,  as approved by Ar thur  
P .  Davis ,  a rchi tec t -member  of t h e  Board, J u l y  21, 1970. 

9 .  Appel lan t  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  b u i l d i n g  w i l l  become p a r t  
of t h e  George Washington U n i v e r s i t y  Medical  C e n t e r .  

10 .  Appe l l an t  a l l e g e d  t h a t  t h e  v a r i a n c e  on t h e  r o o f  s t r u c -  
t u r e  i s  needed because  t h e  proposed s t r u c t u r e  i s  l a b o r a t o r y  
o r i e n t e d  and it  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  u s e  a one-hundred (100) p e r c e n t  
f r e s h  a i r  sys tem r a t h e r  t h a n  r e c i r c u l a t i n g  a i r  which i s  nor-  
ma l ly  used .  

11. The Department of  Highways and T r a f f i c  o f f e r e d  no 
o b j e c t i o n s  t o  t h e  g r a n t i n g  of t h i s  a p p e a l .  

1 2 .  N a t i o n a l  C a p i t a l  P lann ing  Commission, a t  i t s  meet ing  on 
August 6 ,  1970, recommended a p p r o v a l  of t h i s  s u b j e c t  a p p e a l .  

1 3 .  Oppos i t ion  t o  t h e  g r a n t i n g  of  t h i s  a p p e a l  w a s  r e g i s t e r e d  
a t  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g .  

O P I N I O N  : 

The Board conc ludes  t h a t  t h e  r o o f  s t r u c t u r e s  of  t h i s  proposed 
Bas ic  S c i e n c e  and Medical  L i b r a r y  B u i l d i n g s  w i l l  harmonize w i t h  
t h e  s t r e e t  f r o n t a g e  of t h e  b u i l d i n g  i n  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  c h a r a c t e r ,  
material,  and c o l o r .  The r o o f  s t r u c t u r e s  are i n  harmony w i t h  t h e  
purpose  and i n t e n t  of t h e  Zoning Regu la t ions  and i s  compat ib le  w i t h  
t h e  campus p l a n  which shou ld  n o t  a d v e r s e l y  a f f e c t  t h e  u s e  o f  n e a r -  
by and a d j o i n i n g  p r o p e r t y .  
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OPINION Cont Id : 

We are a l s o  of t h e  op in ion  t h a t  a p p e l l a n t  has  proven a 
ha rdsh ip  w i t h i n  t h e  meaning of t h e  v a r i a n c e  c l a u s e  of t h e  
Zoning Regula t ions  and t h a t  a d e n i a l  of t h e  r eques t ed  r e l i e f  
w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  p e c u l i a r  and e x c e p t i o n a l  p r a c t i c a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  
and undue ha rdsh ip  upon t h e  owner. 

F u r t h e r ,  we ho ld  t h a t  t h e  r eques t ed  r e l i e f  can be g r an t ed  
w i thou t  s u b s t a n t i a l  de t r imen t  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  good and wi thou t  
s u b s t a n t i a l l y  impa i r i ng  t h e  i n t e n t ,  purpose  and i n t e g r i t y  of 
t h e  zone p l a n  as embodied i n  t h e  Zoning Regula t ions  and Map. 

BY ORDER OF THE D . C .  BOARD OF Z O N I N G  ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED : 

THAT THE ORDER OF THE BOARD I S  VALID FOR A PERIOD OF SIX MONTHS 
ONLY UNLESS APPLICATION FOR A BUILDING AND/OR OCCUPANCY PERMIT 
I S  FILED WITH THE DIRECTOR OF INSPECTIONS WITHIN A PERIOD OF 
SIX MONTHS AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS ORDER. 



Before  t h e  Board of Zoning Adjustment,  D . C .  

PUBLIC HEARING - J u l y  15 ,  1970 

Appeal No. 10468 George Washington U n i v e r s i t y ,  a p p e l l a n t .  

THE Z O N I N G  ADMINISTRATOR OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA,  a p p e l l e e .  

On motion du ly  made, seconded and unanimously c a r r i e d ,  
t h e  fo l l owing  AMENDMENT i n  t h e  Order of t h e  Board was e n t e r e d  
a t  t h e  meet ing of December 1 5 ,  1970.  

EFFECTIVE DATE OF AMENDMENT - J anua ry  12 ,  1971 

ORDERED : 

That  t h e  a p p e a l  f o r  pe rmi s s ion  t o  e r e c t  Bas ic  Sc ience  
Bu i ld ing  and Medical  Bu i l d ing  and Medical  L ib r a ry  w i th  roo f  
s t r u c t u r e s  i n  accordance  w i th  S e c t i o n  3308 and v a r i a n c e  from 
t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of S e c t i o n  3308.22 t o  pe rmi t  a n  F.A.R. of  0.48 
a t  2300 Eye S t r e e t ,  N W . ,  Lot 40, Square  4 1 ,  hav ing  been 
g r a n t e d ,  t h e  Order e f f e c t i v e  September 10 ,  1970, i s  amended 
by add ing  t h e  fo l l owing :  

The f l o o r  area r a t i o  wi thou t  r oo f  s t r u c t u r e  s h a l l  
be computed on t h e  b a s i s  of t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  Campus 
a r e a ,  which i s  p r e s e n t l y  owned by t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  

BY ORDER 0 F THE D . C .  BOARD OF Z O N I N G  ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED : 

By : 

S e c r e t a r y  of the, a r d  g. 
THAT THE AMENDMENT I N  THE ORDER OF THE BOARD I S  VALID FOR A 
PERIOD OF SIX MONTHS ONLY UNLESS APPLICATION FOR A BUILDING 
AND/OR OCCUPANCY PERMIT I S  FILED WITH THE DIRECTOR OF 
INSPECTIONS WITHIN A PERIOD OF SIX MONTHS AFTER THE EFFECTIVE 
DATE OF THIS ORDER. 


